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Inplenentation of this : objective started with the 
curtailment of religious instruction in the primary and 
secondary schools, with the squeezing of the religious periods. 


into inconvenient hours, with Nazi propaganda among the 
teachers. in order ‘to induce then to refuse the teaching af 
religion, with vetoing of Catholic religious text books, and 
finally with substituting Nazi cjeltanschauuns and "Gorman 
Faith" for Christian religious denominational cabeaaikat,” 
The nane “relicious instruction" was maintained, but its ains 
were completely altered. At the tine of the outbreak of the | 
war denominational religious instruction had practically 
disappeared fran Germany's vrinary schools. 

D. Interference with Christian Orcanizations. 

Hach of the work of the Christian Churches has been done 
through organizations existing along the recular ecclesiastical 
hierarchy. Dissolution of the political organizations favored 
. tne Churciliss, such as t'e Cat:olic dominated Center and 
avarian pOeRES 's parties was denanded from the outset by the 
ast recimns as part of its general policy of eliminating all 


Tare . : 2 a 
Litical organizations other tian the Nazi party. The right 


‘anteed, however, so far as the Catholic Church is concerned, 
‘ticle 31 of the Concordat, which read: "Those Catholic 


izations and societies wich pursue exclusively charitable, 
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ouloiat wae mol ites ends, ‘ and as such are placed under the 


ecclesiastical authorities, will be protected in their 


institutions and activities. Those Catholic organizations 


which to their religious, cultural and charitable pursuits 


add others, such as social or professional interests, even 


though they may be brought into national organizations, are 


to enjoy the protection of Article 51 Section I, provided 


BA 
ee, 


they guarantee to develop their activitios outside all political 
parties." ‘The significance of this enactment was underlined 


on 7 July 1933 in a statement by Adolf Hitler hinself: "the 


‘eonelusion of the Concordat between the Moly See and the German 
Government appears to me to give sufficient guarantee that the 
: Roman Catholic citizens of the Reich will from now on put 
themselves wholeheartedly at the service of the new Nati onal 
Socialist State. I therefore decree: (1: The dissolution, 
carried out without diroctions fran the Central Government, of 
such Catholic organizations as are recognized by the present 
reaty, Is to be cancelled immediately. (2) All measures 
aken against clerical and other leaders of these Catholic 

‘ organizations are to be annulled. Any repetition of such 
feasures will in future be unlawful and will be punished thr ough 


@ normal legal procedure." In spite of these assurances, 
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there were dissolved. In Germany proper similar results were 


produced, though more gradually. Ths organizations partioularly 
affected were the followine: | | 
| Le Religious Orders. The position of religious orders 
was specifically guaranteed by Article 15 Section 1 of the 
pennant, which read: “Religious orders and congrogati ons 
are not subject to any special restrictions on tho part of the 
state, either as repards their foundation, the erection of 
their various establishments y their number , the selection of 
i egenesavnce carat activity, education, care of the sick and 
charitable work, or as regards their affairs and the adminise- 
-tration of their property." They were also protected by 
Article 1LS5 wht.ch read: "Catholic parishes, parish and 
diocesan societies, episcopal sees, bishoprics and chapters, 


“religious opders and songrecations, as well as institutions, 


Poundations, and property which are under the administration 

of secvesinatice authority, shall retain or acquire respectively 
egal competence in the civil domain according to the general 
Prescriptions of civil law. They shall renain publicly recog= — 
4ized corporations insofar as they have been such hitherto. 

lar rirhts may be sranted to the remainder in accordance 


those provisions of the law which apply to all." There are 


7 
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iy cases in which these guarantees were violated. 
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ASE 68. On April 1935 the Bavarian Political 
' Police cenuen & da "strietty confidential” einawias to all “ 
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police headquarters in Bavaria. concerning "Security measures 
against the Jesuits." In ‘this orcinance supervision of all : 
lectures ‘given by members of the Company of Jesus in Bavaria | 
is requested; public meetings held by Jesuits are to be prevented 
by all Means» private ones to be watcned. "The Jesuits are | 
instigating systematic and far-reaching activities in Bavaria 

} “0 uridormine the Reich and brine contempt even on the Fuhrer 
himself. In various sent en teneo etc lectures the philosophic 
‘principles of National Socialism ave submitted to an acrimonious 
‘eriticism which is nothing more or loss tnan disguised incite- 
ment apeainst the Reich. These lectures, moreover, are so 
ambiguously and cunningly conSosed that a judicial punishment of 
the lecturer is possible in only very few cases." The Political | 

| ‘Police ordered, therefore, that statements injurious to the 

+ “State be ruthlessly punished by "protective custody" (f1.e. the 


-eoncentration camp). 


— 


: Ti’ PROBLET: OF PROOF. Document published in the 
Elsiissischer Kurier Kurier of May 17, 1935, reprinted in The Persecution 

Es: the Catholic Church in the Third Reich, ‘Pe 546 

A _ CASE 70. The Franciscan Friary of Xclheim in the 
eldénd was closed in 1939 because thirty bottles of wine or. 
ardial were found on the premises, as well as butter and fat 
ven to the friars by the Catholic population of the district, 


a sane sixty packets of cipars and cigarettes. 


quoted inj. 


. 
bad 


20 Pursceution of the Catholle Church in the Tiird Reich, ; 


. 
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‘GS-71. The Tranciscan Priary of JIadmiar in 


ve Vestoervaid mountains vere closed, follcwing Gestapo alleca- 
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PROT OF SROOPr. Soe Case 70. 
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b. Interferences with Religious Orders in the Incor- 


porated Areas. 
CASE 72. In 1939 the Missions Institute of St. Ruprecht 


in Kreuzberg (Salzburg) was dissolved by the Nazi authorities 
and the three houses of the society of Christ the King in for- 
mer Austrian territory were closed and its property confiscated. 
In the same year the. old Austrian abbeys of Goettweig, Admont, 
and Ingelzell were finally appropriated, and ali the leased 
pronerty of the foundation of Klosteérneuburg near Vienna was 


taken over by the Government. The Feldkirchner Hof, a hostel 


of the Sisters of the Holy Cross in Feldkirchen near Klagenfurt, — 


was also confiscated by the Gestapo. 

THE PROSLEM OF PROOF. Sse CASE 70. 

CASE 73. In Austria in the course of 1958, by order of 
Reich Commissar Buerckel the property of various religious 
- orders was seized, Among the groups affected were the German 


Order of Knights, whoss pronerty was taken over by the state; 


the nuns of Eggenberz, near Graz; the teaching nuns at HMariazel, 


who lost their school buildings and also their rest home, the 
Varienheims; the Penedictinse foundation of St. Lamprecht; the 

| Franciscan friars in Salzburs, who were driven out of a govern=- 
ment building placed at their disposal; and the Cistercians of 


_ Nehrerau in Voralberz, whose buildings were taken for a state 
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youth home . 
| THE PROBLEM OF PROOF. See CASE 70. 

Se “The Youth Movement. One of the principal mesns where by 
the various Christian Churches exerted influence over the youth 
of Germany was through the activities of the various Christian 
youth organizations. As nivale to the Hitler Jugend they were 

wapetoutaris obnoxious to the National Cocialist authorities, 
who sought to abolish them completely. On December 17, 19535 
this was effectively accomplisied so far as the Protestant 
Church was concerned by ths order of Reich Bishop Miller, who 
pisced the entire Evangelical Youth Novement, with more than 

700,000 members, under the leadership of Faldur von Schirach, 
leeder of the Fitler Youth?, Although the Catholic Youth 
movement was vrotected by Article 31 of the Concordet, the 
campaign for its destruction was rapidly begun. As early as 
January 1934 the staff leader of the Hitler Youth, Lauterbacher, 
declared in Koblenz: "The Fitier Youth will not compromise 
but will go on its own way, which must necessarily lead to the 
destruction of all other youth organizations. 7° On 27 March 
1954 the Reich Youth Leader, Feldur von Schirach declared: "The 
incorporation of the Protestant Youth associations will some 


time or other be followed, and necessarily followed, by that 


- 21 See Harkenbach pp. 695-694 


2 xoeinische Volkszeitung, 14 January 1934, 
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of the Catholic Youth. At a time when all are abandoning their 


private interests, Catholic youth no longer has any right to 


as on po thts gE gles bases ce Paes = E 
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lead a separate existence."2 
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These declarations heralded a difficult period for the 
Catholic Youth Associations, which tried with all means of 
diplomacy and endurance to retain their rights as guaranteed 


by the Concordat, confirmed in the decree of Hitler, and now 


| .curtailed almost daily through new restrictions and persecu- 
} tions. A decree of Schirach forbade on 30 July 1933 simil- 
| taneous membership in the Hitler: Youth and in denominational 
youth orgenizations. Two years later all activity which was 
not of purely ecclesiastical or religious nature was forbidden 
to denominational youth associetions. Every method of propa- 
ganda and coercion was employed in order to bring all German 
youngsters into the Hitler Youth and to prevent them from 
Joining denominational organizations. Finally the Catholic 
> Youth associations were simply forbidden in entire districts . 
of the Reich®, Physical terrorization did the rest. The 4 
number of incidents increased rapidly, and the police and courts 
were always on the side of the Fitler Youth.4 By 1938, in almost 
all districts of the Reich, the Catholic Youth Associations had 


been dissolved. 


Schlesische WSikeseteuns Mareh 29, 1934, 


The Persecution of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich 
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5S» Other Church Organizations. Like the youth organiza- 


tions, those of a. professional character for adults, such as . 
the Catholic Workers Associations and the Catholic Journeymen 
Associations, were the first to be put under almost unbearable 


pressure. Dr. Ley, head of the German Labor Front, forbade 


simultaneous membership in the Labor Front and in denominational 


professional orzanizationsa, which was tantamount to the loss of 


one's joo", After some vears of desperate strusszle, these 


Catholic organizations too were forbidden, district by district. 


Numerous other Catholic orsanizetions ended by self-dissolution: 


@€.f., the Catholic Teachers Orranization, the Catholic student 
fraternities, and the organizations of their alumni. Others 
Shared the fate of the youth and workers organizations. Among 
these were the Association of Catholic Women Teachers, the 
Catholic Civil Servants Union, the Albertus Magus Union for 


,the Support of Catholic Students, the Christian Union of German 


Railwaymen . 
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VI. ORGANIZATIONS BEARTG PARTICULAR RESPONSIBILITY IN 
| CONNECTION WITH THE PERSCUTIONS 


As & necessary step in proparation for the National 4 


rats. AERO (A002 TAMU PEA EERA IT 


Socialist scheme of world conquost, the persecution of the | 
Christian Churches becomes part of the responsibility of all 
those who participated in t at aehene: Responsibilit; for 
specific satadnak teen as assi-med to certain individuals and 
groups in connection with tho s~sccific acts of persecution des- 


_eribed in the preceding secticn. There are also certain froups, 


waters because of their central position in the planning and 
execution of Nazi Church policics, may be ascribed a more reneral 
responsibility for the persecution as awhole. The more 
important of these groups are tic followine. 
A. wJhe Reich Bishop and Spiritual Council of the German Evan- 
gpelical Chureh’ | | 

Prior to the creation of the Reich Hinistry for Ecclesi- 
astical Affairs on 19 July 1°85, the Reich Bishop, Ludwig 


Miller, and his chosen colleborstors on the Spiritual Council 


(Forsthoff of Koblenz, Engelke ot Eamburg and Otto Weber of 
G8ttincen), played the principal cart in the persecution of : 
German protestantism. The svecying nature of their powers and | 
responsibilities is set forth in the legislation cited above 
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-(p, 1923), The illegality of :asures taken by their authority 
fie wavarte was attested by a civil court decision of 28 
| October 1934. 
oy The Reich linistry for Ecclosiastical Affairs | 
ee | From the time of its creation of 19 July 19355, this 
“quinistr- was: the principal a’ cne; for the persecution of the 
German Lvangelical Church. ‘rou. 1935 to 1941 the position of 
Reichsminister was held by Canis Kerr. Thereafter Nuhs headed 


the ministry as acting minister. The Sweeping nature of its 


"powers and responsibilities is sot forth in the lerislation 
‘ited above (p. 23-6), Through tho Beschlussstelle, transferred | 
to it from the Reich Ministr; of the Interior on 27 July 1955, 
it exercised supreme judicial power over the Churches, and 

thus prevented any test of the lepality of its actions being 
taken before the ordinary courtse Although relatively little 
‘concerned with the managenent of Catholic affairs, the Hinistry 


for Ecclesiastical Affairs was officially associated with a 


\ 


“Bunber of acts in violation of the Concordat. Its responsibil- 
“Aty for persecution in the anncxed areas was the subject of a. 
eeneetal of protest addressed to it, and other authorities, by 
the Catholic bishops at Fulda on 27 July 19355. 
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As of 1943, the personnel of the Beschlussstelle was as follows: 
Chairman: liuhs 
Legal members: Dr. “leber Sta 
Dr. Dakm (Kiehl) | 
embers representing the Ministry: 
Dr. Stakn, Ministerialdirerant 
De. Ruppel, i:inisterialrat 
liaugg, Landrerichtsrat 
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G. The Church Chancery of the Gorman Evonpelical Church 
As chief lecal and adriniotrntive department of the 


Gernen Evangelical Church, the Ohurch Chancery played & Lead- 


ing part both in the earlier and in the later phases of the 


persecution of the Gemen. Evangelical Church. In 1954 Dre 


Jicer, as head of the Church vhonoory, was a principal collab- 


orator of Reich Bishop Miller, and ;:ave the orders for the 
4800E of persecution in Bavaria subsequently declared {liecal. 
“on 20 liarch 1937 the [iinistr; of Ucclesiastical Affairs dele~ 


gated its powers of administrstion over the Evancelical church 
to Dr. Werner, president of tio ‘aureh Chancery~- Tnis dele- 


~ation was made permenent on 10 Weceiber 1 a72°, on 8 March 1958 


all the provincial churcl.es woro forbidden by Werner to make any 


re-ulationsa axcept in matters of faith or worsrip without his 


consent. Clearly this was ono of the principal av-encies of 


Hational Soclalist Control over the %erman Avan elical Churche 


D. Finance Departments of ‘sho ‘orman Even-elical Church 


By ordinances of 10 and 29 June 1937, state controlled 


finance departments were set up for the German nvangelical 


Church and for each of the Provincial Churches, with full power 


L ROBi. L (1937) p-.333. 
2 ROW. IT (1937) p.1346 
3 Citation unavatiable here. 
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to make re culations with force of law concerning the condition 

of service of all officials of the general Church adminis- | 
trations » pastors and other Church officials. These aspactnante 
wore responsible to the [linistry of Church Affairs, and wore 

its principal agency in the -aintonance of financial controls 
over the penien Evangelical Church. (See above, pp. 34-36). The 
chairmanship of the Finan clal Department of the Chancery of 

the German bvangslical Church was held first by Dr. Werner, later 


be Dr. Goelle. 


R. Reich Education Kintstry ‘ 


Principal agency for ::oacures against the Protestant and 
Gatholic churches in the ficld of education, 
F. Reich Propacanda liinistr? 

As chief apensy for tic control of Nazi proparanda, it 
bears chief responsibility for the systematic campaifen of def- 
amination wared apainst the ‘ernan clergy. (See above ». 51). 


It was also thse direct acency for the issuance of certain orders 


Se for the censorship of Church publications. (See above PP x 60-61), 
Sections or persons particularly responsible for carrying out ~ 
this plase of the work of the lainistry cannot be determined 

here . | . 

G. Reich finistry of the Interior 

: | Prior to the creation of the lilnistry for Ecclesiastical 
Affairs - t he himstry of the Intorior was the principal arency 


for direct rovernment action in) Church affeirs. Certain orders 
 CONFIDLNTIAL 
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‘ourtailing freedom of discussion were directly issued by it 
during this period. From 26 Jute to 27 July 1935 the Beschluss- 
stelle was Vooated dnwkes ministry. Since the Ninistry for 
Boclesiastical Affairs had no oxecutive arents of its own, its 
orders were carried out princarily through the police forces 
controlled by the Reith Linistry of the Interior, or by its 
dependent organs, the Linistries of the Interlor of the several 
Lander. Among the ministries most compromised in this comnection 
were those of Bavaria, Wurtterberrm and, in the period following 
the Anschluss, of Austria. Settions or persons particula IPLy 
responsible for ca Frying out this phase of the work of the several 
re: cannot be determined here « 


He she Cestepo 


Amonc the police forces at the disposel of the various 
ministries of the interior for the carrying cut of acts of perse- 
cution, the political police wers naturally, in view of the 
political nature of the issus, t:e favorite agents. Evidence of 
their use is to be found th... lout the specific instances of 
persecution presented in Sectio.: VY above. Sections or persons © 
particularly responsible for t. if niase of Gestapo activitiss 


cannot be determined here. 


J. The German Christians 


4 


The important part pluyoc by this group, particularly in 


the earlier phases of the pexrrseution of the German EvanpelLical 
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Onaten is set forth above. {pp. 19-23), The head of the associ- 
ation "German christians" to 1958 was Dr. itehm. Since 1938 
the name has been changed to "Luther Christians", and the head- 
ship was assumed b7 Dr. Petersom. 
K. The SS, the SA and the Hitler Youth 
Acts of intimidation and vlolence taken against. the 
clergy and laity, insofar as thoy were not entrusted to the 
police itself, were largely left in the hands of these orcani- . 
gations. Instances in which the planned nature of these derion- 
‘strations can ocest be shown are eresented above » (pp 42-6 2/” ihe 
Hitler Youth was also particularly active in the breaking up of 
the Church youth movements, :nd in the work of anti-Church ine 
doctrination of German young people. (See abovepp. 82-83). Sections 
or persons particularly resnouslole for this phase of tieir 
) 


activities cannot be determincc here. 


Le ‘The Ge rian Occupation Auihiz:ities in Norway and Poland 


Evidence presented above in Section V shows that these 
were the occupied regions in witch the persecution of the 
Christian Churches was moat scvere. sections or persons of the 
occupation regimes which were particularly responsible for this 


phase of their work cannot be Getermiined here. 
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VII, LIST OF CHIEF WITNESSES IN THE CASES CONCERNING 
PERSECUTION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES IN GERMANY 
AND OCCUPIED TERRITORIES 
(Starred names indicate key witnesses. ) 


Among the members of the German gaieascite: 
Michael Cardinal von Faulhaber, Archbishop of Munich and Freising. 
Konrad Count Preysing, Bishop of Berlin 
Galen, Ciassne August, Bishop of Muenster in Westphalis 
Grdber, Konrad, Archbishop of Freiburg im Breisgan 


*Sprell, Johannes Baptista, Biehop of Rottenburg 


Other members of the Catholic clergy: 
*Mer. Bansech, with the diocesan administration in Berlin, secretary 


of the information service sst up by the German bishops. 


P,. Gundlach S, J. ) Members of the editorial staff of the 
ie Overnanys S. J, ) Stiamen der Zeit, the monthly of the 
P. Pesyvara S, J. ) German Jesuits and special advisers to 
rs Noppel Ss. J. | the Holy See on German affairs. (How 
P, Frieérich Muckermann §., 3) living in Switzerland. ) 


Catholie laymen: . 
ee Adenener, Mayor of Cologne (dismissed by the Nazis, re- 
appointed by AMG). | 
*Elfes, former Catholic Labor leader, forner police-president in 
Krefeld, now eppointed by AMG as Mayor of Muenchen-Gladbach, 
Joos, Jeseph, former Menber of the German Reichstag, former chief 
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editor of the Westdeutsche Arbeiterzeitung, freed from eoncen- 


tration camp by AM, - 


tr 


Spiecker, Karl, former Ministerialdirektor, former chief of the Reich 
 ~press service, author of the book Hitler gefen Christus, Paris, 
1937 (Miles Ecclesiae), probable author of the book The Pérsecation 
of the Catholic Church in the Third Reich, London 1940, former 
director of the weekly press bulletin Kulturkampf, published in 


Paris 1935 to 1939: now residing in London, scheduled to go to 


Ae eR eng Sie Ve tetent bay, 3S 


Germany by the British authorities. 


Protestant witnesses: 


Reinhold won Thadden, lay member of the Eruderrat der Bexennenden 


Kirche, : 
*Worn, latheran Lanéesbischof of Kderttonberg, Stuttgart. 
*Profess#or lndvie Bergstraesser, former profeesor of history at the 
University of Frankfurt (Main), later living in Darmstadt (after 
hie G@ismissal by the Nazis), former Menber of the German Reichetag, 
worked underground during Nazi rule, now appointed member of the 
administration organized by AKG in the Palatinate, North- Haden, 


— 


-Ressen district under the direction of the former mayor of 


» Mannheim, Heimerich. 
®Pastor Freudenberg, representative of the Federal Churches of Christ 


of America in Geneva (Switzerland). 
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abject: Relationship of the German Churches to Hitler. 


Generel Donovan. 


1.) Introductory Note: 


: Besides small sects there were and there are only two Christian 
shurches of: importance in Germany, the Protestant and the Catholic church. 

the Catholic Church was politically represented by the Center-Party (Zen- 
srumspartei), the Bavarian People's Party (Bayerische Volkspartei) and the 
‘istian Trade-Unions (Christliche Gewerkschaften). Since these three groups 
stood in opposition . tp Hitler from the beginning, the Catholic Church before 
33 found itself in: quite an obvious emnity towards the Nazis. As for the 
rotestant church, this was not true in the extent it was in the Catholic 
shurch, Because there are no politics in the Protestant church. nae tet it 
may be said that before 1933 there was no relationship, either of a friendly 
xy .of an enemy nature, between Hitler on one hand and the two sharenes on the 
ther hand. 


2.) Relationship of the Catholic Church with Hitler since 1933 


oe 


immediately after Hitler had seized the power, National Sietarten 
owed itself as an ideology plainly opposed to Christianism. Only a minority 
ng the princes of the Catholic Church like for example Bishop Berning from 
snabruck and later Cardinal Innitzer from Vienna tried to show a friendly 
ct itude. towards Hitler. The majority of the princes of the Catholic Church 
t no doubt in their declarations and pastoral letters thet there was no 
dge between Nazgiism and the Catholic Church. As the years went by, the 
itude of the Catholic Church became ever clearer. The rejection of Hitler 
ame more and more obvious. Because of the hierarchic organizations of the 
atholic Church, the denunciation of Hitler was propegated by the majority of 
he Catholic clergy in the land. The result of this was that the enmity towards 
tier was promulgated not only by the high clerics but was also carried to the 
Ses by one low clerics, This decisive credit for this attitude ought to be 
n to Cardinal von Faulhaber from Munich and whose personal sermons branded 
gm as the enemy of Christendom. Both princes of the church did not shun 
gravest danger but managed to voice their opposition to Hitler in such a 
so clever that the Gestapo had no ppportunity to silence them. By their 
mple, these two dignitaries of the Church have swept along with them those 
foups within the Catholic Church which still hesitated. On the other hand quite 
mber of the lower clerics ended up in prison or in a concentration camp. 
in the political resistance movement cid the representatives of the Catholic 
h play an important role. Here the pater of the Jesuites Delp ought to be 
loned before all others; he participated in the conspiracy that led to the 
July. Later on Delp was executed by the Gestapo. A particularly important 
in the struggle of the resistance movement against Hitler played the 
> Joseph Milller who lives in ‘Munich, Gedonstrasse 4. He had been the 


cal representative of the iieertaioeese Munich. At the beginning of the 
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war, Joseph MilLler became 2 Captain in the CI-section under Admiral Canaris. 
‘In this function Joseph Muller was to influence the attitude of the digni- 
taries of the Catholic Church against Hitler and also to negotiate with the 
Vatican. The aim of these negotiations was to find out thru the Vatican | 
under what conditions a Germany liberated from Hitler could make peace. On 


- Pope Pius XII, Padre Leiber. In the course of years, the negotietions were 
“. exceeded are to the diplomatic. representatives at the Vatican, the powers 
' at war with Germany. In this the English representative Osborn played a major 
part. The negotiations were recorded in writing. The documents were fineliy 
assembled by Admiral Cenaris. Later, a part of them was discovered by the 
~<Gestapo. The result was oe Cenaris. and his collaborators were hanged. 

. Joseph Muller escaped by 1 uck, He is the only person who possesses detailed 
. informetion on the eee of these questions. At the same time Joseph Muller 
- pad orders from the Catholic Church to negotiate with representatives of the 
Oe a Church in order to harmonize their measures in the struggle against 


% ~ 
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3.) Relétionship of the Catholic Church with Hitler since 1933: 
i oe : i ne ae 224, °° a ae ae ° aS. et = 2 Es 
2. oe The Protestant Church in Germeny does not heve hierarchic but a 
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democratic constitution. A4part from thet, it is constituted oy a5 provincial 
ry ad So 5 ee BS. ae Ee es Sa tate Lt 
. dherefore it did mot have tne ¢ niality end strictness of une 


\\ churches. r 
i: Catholic Church. That is why the struggle of the Protestant Church against 
- Hitler became mucn more difficult. If it was the clerics that bore the — 


. “of the ‘struggle .within the Catholic Church it was the congregation which bec 
: ae & geeks Ege AGS As 
- the nest of resistance within the Protestant Church? T Tan KnO was ern 


h 
a oA 
_ to see“iitiemas what he was, and thru whose example large sections of the 
Protestant church were incited, is without doubt pastor Martin Niemoller. 
, Many Protestant ministers supported him in this struggie. Here are to be 
“named: Pastor Asmussen, pastor Gruber, General Superintendant Dibelius, Bishop 
, Wurm. All these men had taken wp the fight against Seed in speeches and in 
writings. But the majority of them was silenced by being put into the concen- 
f tration camp or by being prohibited to speak or weites That did not prevent 
“y their followers fren Cont nine the struggle. en Wurm, in « memorandum 
(to Minister Frick opposed.the killings of the insane, ordered by Hitler. In 
" spite of all prohibitions the Protestent Church under whe leadership of Pastor 
Gruber in Berlin created an organization which helped to save the life of 
theusands of Jews. Initial in this action was Assessor rerels, dJustiaiar of 
the Confessional Church entered the ee struggie more and more. in th 
the role: Pastor Dietrich BonhS 
-s) Konsistcrialrat Gerstenmeier, Pastor “Sehtinfeld, Pastor Freudenberg, Pastor 
pfethee, Pastor Lilje ane iat Rey ‘in the estore camp Joseph } SS i 


O 


Protestant camp, They cooperated with as Mul es. This wey the struggle 


This 


oo many trips to Switzerland and. to ‘ 1e Skandinavian COunUEaes: 


tthe part of the Vatican the negotiations were conducted by the personnal secretary, of 


of the: Catholic end of the Protestant Church were ase Dietrich Bonhoffer 
lso entered into the services of the Cl-section under Admiral Canaris. Bonhdéffer 


; : : i 


movements in Germany and Hitler's enemies outside of Germany. By this Bonhoffer 
became an important figure in the preparations for the Coup d'Etat of 20 July 
1941. He was later executed. Dr. George Bell, Bishop of Chichester, possesses 
nformation on all the details of their work. Ist Lt. Steltzer worked in 

he same direction. He held contact with the Norwegian bishop Pereeravey: who 
an cervify. as to the correctness of this statement. 


..) Goneclusion. 
| The resistance movement of the Catholic and Protestant Churches in 
‘Germany has covered the following: | 


ue A. The Churches have furnished the political resistance movement 
with spiritual and religious weapons. 


- B, The Ghurches have carried the idea of the resistance against 
litler into the large masses of the people, Many ministers of both churches 
ave become mearvyrs because of their resistance, 

- C. The Churches, hru their connections with foreign countries, heve 
eerie vee world of 3 events: ee took place in Germany and have constantly 
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Den 25. Oktober 1945 


MEMORANDUM 


a 


Betriffts Heltung der Kirchen Deutschlands zu Hitler. 


‘FOs General Donovan 


ay 


1.) Vorbemerkung; 


Yon kleinen Secten abgeschen gab und gibt es in Deutschland nur zwei 


'  Ghristlichen Eirchen von Bedeutung, die Protestantische und die Ketholische. 


: re om im 2 4 A res 4 2 2 3 r? Bed aga 5, = oF as mast «| “ye, oe ao : a 2 

Die KatholLische Kirche war politisch vertreten durch die Sentrumspertei, ais 
: * . e e eT? = 4 rey P — 8 wi a -~ £ yt San \ t ~ fo é eo Fas} pane, 7 
Bayerische Yolkspartei und die Christliche Gewerkschaften, Da diese drei Gruppen 


: yon Anfang an zu Hitler im Gegensatz standen, war die Katholische Kirche vor 
2 o = nN Q e . : : = ° 8 3 me e » 
1933 in einer Ceutlich spurbaren Gegnerschafit gu den Nazis. Bei cer Svengelischen 


< 


Kirchen Deutschlends war das nicht in dem selben Umfenge der Fall wie bei Ger 


: Kstholischen Kirche. Dagu wer die evangelisehe Kirche gu unpelitisch. Aus 


| (diesem Grunde kann mean sagen, dass vor 1935 gwischen Hitler einerselts und cen 


beiden Kirchen anderseits keize Begiehungen bestanden, weder freundlich® noch 


PESTER SRS Aare RN Gide aan araeyar be Big ones Lge 


-feindseliger Ari. 


-®,) Hektung der Ketholischen Kirche zu Eitler seit 19333 


... Ummittelbar nach der Machtergreifung Eitlers offenbarte sich der Naticnal= 


OGialisnus als eine dem Christentum schroff entgegengesetzte Anschauung. Nur 


s 


ane Minderheit der Katinolischen Kirchenfursten wie zum Beispiel Eischef Berning 
oe ee : : sg ‘ 


Kirchenfursten in thren Erklarungen durch ihre Hirtenbriefe keinen 


és zwischen dem Nezismus und der katholischen Kirche keine Bricke 


Bee aN 


vagpaes 
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gad. Im Laufe der Jahre wurée die Haitung der ketholischen Kirche immer klarer, 
‘Die Ablehnung von Hitler trat immer klarer zu Tage. Infolge der hierarchischen 


 Ordnung innerhalb der katholischen Kirche worde Gie Ablehrnung gegen Hitler von dem 


Grossteil der katholischen Friester im Lande getragen. Das hatte zur Folge, 


mur von dem hohen Klerus ausgessprochez, 
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dsss die Geenerscheft zu Eitl 
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igen Klerus in die breiten Bolksmeassen hineingetragen 
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Ssongerr auch yon dem niedr 


oe 
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in grosste Gefanr gebracht, haben es eber verstanden, ihre Gegnerschsft m Eitler 


60 geschickt zum Ausdruck zu bringen, dess die Gestapo keine Moglic 


ee 


irmen den Mund zu verbobicten, Durch ihr Beissiel heben ciese beide Kire 


die noch zogernden Teile der katholischen Kirche mitfortgerissen. Degegen kam 
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éin nicht unerhebdlicher T drigen Klerus ins Gefangnis oder ins 
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Konzentretionslager, Auch in der politischen Widerstandsbewegune spiclten die 


3 


Vertreter der ketholischen Kirche eine wichtige Relle. Hier ist vor ellem der 


= 


Jesuitenpater Delp zu nennen, der sich an der Verschworrung beteiligte, die gum 


e0. Juli fihrte. Delp wurde spater durch die Gestapo hingerichtet, Ein besonders 


r 


3 


wliehtizen Anteil an der Kemof der Widerstandsbeweeung gegen Hitler hat der in 


Minchen Gelgnetreste & wohnende Rechtsanwalt Joseph Muller, Dieser war seit langem 

der ‘politic che Vertreter cer Ercdidzese Monchen. Mit Beginn des Krieges trat 
unter der Leitung 

Joseph Muller als Hauptmann in die Abwehrabteilungades Admirals Cenaris, In dieser 


Stellung war Joseph Muller damit beauftragt, einerseits die Ealtung der katholischen 


Hrehenfiirsten gegen Hitler gu beeinflussen und anderseits mit dem Vatiken zu 


‘Yerhendela, Diese Verhendlungen hatten zum Ziel, uber den Vatikan festzustellen, 


unter wélchen Bedingungen ein von Hitler befreites Deutschlend Frieden schliessen 


Oe 


. xa s 


xénnte. Yon Seiten des Vatikeans wurden die Verhandlungen durch die Prtvatsekretar 
des Papstes Pius des XII, durch Pater Leiber, gefuhrt. Im Laufe der Jahre wurde 
die Verhandlungen auch auf die beim Vatiken sccreditierten Geseandten der mit 
Deutschland kriegfihrenden Machte eusgedehnt. Hier trat insbesonderen der 
Englisch Gesandte Osborn in den Vordergrund, Die Verhandlungen wurden schriftlich 
festgelegt, Die Documente wurden anschliessend von Admiral Canaris gesammelt. 

iin Teil dieser Documente wurde spater durch die Gestapo gefunden, Diese Tstsachs 
pewirkte, dass Cernaris und seine Mitarbeiter gehanst worden. Durch ein gatelt 
kam Suaeen tea tes mit dem Leben davon, Er ist der einzige, der uber diesen 
Fragenkomplez bis in alle Einzelheiten Bescheid weisst. Gleichzeitig war Joseph 
Miller von der katholischen Kirche besuftregt, mit Vertretern der evangelisnhen 
Kirche Verhandlungen zu fthren, um die beiderseitigen Massnehmen im Ksmpfe gegen 


Hitler Yr abzustimmen, 


Die evengelische Kirche Deutschlends het keine hierarchische, sondern eine 


cenoera tt sche Verfassung, Aussercdem sétzt sie sich aus 22 Landeskigchen zusammen, 


Sie verfugte dsher nicht tuber die Vorteile der Hinheitlickkeit und der Strafheit 


wie die BovEOUASeRe Kirche. 4us diesem Grande wurde der Kempf der evangelischen 


Kirche gegen Bitler | sehr eet schowieriger. Wurde ee Kegof der katholischen Kirche 
mundichst von Klerus getragen, so wurde in der evangelischen Kirche die Gemeinde 
der. Auegengspunkt des Widerstandeé, Der Mann, sie erster Hitler erkannte und 
duro sein Beispiel waite feile der evangelischen Kirche mitriss, ist ohne Zweifel 


* 


Pferrer Mertin Miexblier. Hine Fille von evangelischen Geistlichen unterstutzte 


dh bei diesen" keagt. ‘Hier sing zu uennent Pfarrer Asmussen, Pfarrer Gruber, 


| General superint endent Dibelius, Landesbischof Worm, Alle diese Manner haben in 


Der grosste Teil von ihnen 


“warde aber mundtot saunene durch Einlieferung ins Konzentrationsleger oder Rede- und 


Schreibverbot. Das hinderte ihre Gefolgsmanner nicht, den Kemp fortzusetzen. 


‘eo 


: | fo wendte sich Bischof Worm in eine Eingaber an Minister Frick gegen die von Hitler 


’  befohlene Totung der Geisterkrenken. Ent gegen allen Verboten wurde von der evan~ 
_ gelisches Kirche unter Leitung des Pfarrers Gruber in Berlin eine Organisation 


- geschaffen, mit deren Hulfe tausenden von Juden das Leben gerettet wurde, An dieser 


com war in hervorragendem Masse der Assessor Perels, der Justiziar on ‘Sekcaweaten 
Kirche beteiligt. Mit. Beginn des Krieges trat die evangelische mehr und mehr in 
dex politischen Kampf ein. Hier spielten folgende Personlichkeiten eine wesentliche 
Rolie: Prrarrer Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Konsistorialrat Gerstenmeier, Pfrarrer Schonfeld, 
” Pfarrer Freudenberg, Pfarrer Bethge, Pfarrer Lilje und andere. Wahrend auf kathol-~ 
Soauiang Joseph Maller die Verbindung zur Politik herstellte, ubernehm Dietrich 
| Bonhoeffer die gleiche Rolle auf Seiten der evangelischen Kirche. Er trat in 
"Insannenerbeit mit Joseph Muller. Hierdurch wurde der Kampf der katholischen 
Kirche mit der Kempf der evangelischen Kirchs anufeinander abgestimmt, Ansserden 
tret Dietrich Bonhoeffer ebenfalls in die Dienste der Abwehrabteilung unter der 


| Leitung des Admirals Canaris. Bonhoeffer unternahm viele Reisen in die Schweiz und 


“ia aie Skendinswischen Staaten. Auf diesem Wege nahm er die Fuhlung mit den nicht 


4 atschen protestantischen Kirchen Europas auf, unterrichtete sie von den Vorkommnissen 


a Deutschland und schuf dadurch ein gemeinsames Band zwischen den Widerstandskreisen 
esutechi and und den Hitlerzegnern ausserhalb Devtschlands. So. wurde Bonhoeffer 
ne wesentliché Stutze in den Vorbereitungen gum Staatsreich vom 20 Juli 1944. Er 


u de spter hingerichtet. Uber seine Arbeit ist bis in alle Hinzelheiten Dr. George 


-» der Bischof von Chichester, unterrichtet. In gleicher Richtung war Oberst. 


inary 


nant Steltzer tatig. Seine Faden liefen zu dem norwegischen Bischor Berggrave, 


, Ss 
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der die hier mitgeteilte Tetsache bestatigen wird. 


4.) Zusammenfassung? 
Die Widerstandsbewegung der katholischen und protestantischen Kirche in 


Deutschland hat sich euf folgende Geblete erstreckt 
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' & Die Kirehen haben der politischen Widerstandsbewegung das geistige und 
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of . CY.) 


religiose Rustzeug geeechen, 


Bo Die Kirchen heben den Gedenken des Widerstendes gegen Eitler in die breite 
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Yolksmassen getrazen, Viele Pfarrer beider Kirchen sind gu Blutzeugen ihres Wide 
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G, Die Kirchen heben durch ihre Verbinduncen zum Ausland éi 
Brreigrissen in Deutschland unterrichtet und hsben mit den nichtdeutschen # 


. 


standgfippen devernd Fuhlune echalien. 


: Vv, Scehlisbrendorff 
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9th July 1945. 
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TO : Col. M.C. Bernhays, G.S.C., 
: Executive, U.S. Chief of Counsel 
FROM ; Lt. Walter Rothschild, 
| Chief, Documentary Research Unit. 


SUBJECT: German Monists Organization 


. 1. Attached is a feport published by P.1I.D. of the 
‘Foreign Office in the PID/PW Series No.15 dealing with the 
German Monists Organisation. 


é. This report might be useful in connection with 
-the prosecution of religious organizations by the Nazi 
Government. 


~~ 


Enclosure: 
as stated above. 
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